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To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives
:
In conformity with the requirements of Chapter 115, Section 2, General
Laws, I herewith submit to your honorable bodies the annual report of the De-
partment of State Aid and Pensions, the part relating to State and Military
Aid and burials being for the year 1932, and that portion relating to Hospital
or Home Care and United States pensions covering the year 1933.
Very respectfully,
Richard R. Flynn,
Commissioner.
ANNUAL REPORT
State and Military Aid and Burial Expenses
Disbursements of State and Military Aid to soldiers, sailors and marines of
the Civil and Spanish Wars, the Indian Campaigns, the Philippine Insurrec-
tion, the Mexican Border Service and the War with Germany, and their de-
pendents, and for the burial of soldiers, sailors and marines of the Civil and
Spanish Wars, the Philippine Insurrection, the Indian Campaigns, the Mexican
Border Service and the War with Germany, and army nurses, by 265 cities and
towns in the Commonwealth during 1932,—reimbursement being due and pay-
able to the disbursing municipalities on or before November 10, 1933—were
as follows:
State Aid to soldiers and dependents. Civil War $110,554.60
State Aid to soldiers and dependents, War with Spain 35,231.00
State Aid to soldiers and dependents, Philippine Service 13,428.00
State Aid to soldiers and dependents, Mexican Border Service. . 30.00
State Aid to soldiers and dependents, Indian Campaigns 1,742.00
State Aid to soldiers and dependents, German War 206,468.78
Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, Civil War 198.00
Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, War with Spain 207.50
Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, Philippine Service 490.00
Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, Mexican Border Service... 2,569.37
Military Aid to soldiers and sailors, German War Service 41,228.57
Burial expenses of soldiers and their dependents 5,388.92
Total for 1932 $417,536.74
These figures show an increase of $132,551.43 over 1931, which is due to the
increased demands for assistance because of the unemployment situation and
the financial depression.
State Aid
The total number of State Aid recipients. Civil War, for 1932, was 1,139,
classified as follows:
Soldiers, 124; decrease, 44. Mothers, 0; decrease, 3.
Wives, 2; de-crease, 2. Children, 21; decrease, 1.
Widows, 992; decrease, 131.
Total 1,139
Net decrease of recipients during 1932, 181.
Average cost to State per person aided, $97.06+.
The total number of State Aid recipients, Spanish War, for 1932, was 377,
classified as follows:
Soldiers, 172; increase, 38. Mothers, 22; decrease, 1.
Wives, 10; increase, 2. Army nurses, 1.
Widows, 172; increase, 8.
Total 377
Net increase of recipients during 1932, 47.
Average cost to State per person aided, $93.45+.
The total number of State Aid recipients, Philippine Insurrection Service,
for 1932, was 148, classified as follows
:
Soldiers, 86; increase, 28. Widows, 52; increase, 5.
Wives, 0; decrease, 1. Mothers, 10; decrease, 1.
Total 148
Net increase of recipients during 1932, 31.
Average cost to State per person aided, $90.72+.
The total number of recipients, Indian Campaign Service, for 1932, was 20,
classified as follows
:
Soldiers, 11; increase, 3. Widows, 8; increase, 3.
Wives, 1.
Total 20
Net increase of recipients during 1932, 6.
Average cost to State per person aided, $86.60+.
The total number of recipients, Mexican Border Service, for 1932, was 1,
classified as follows:
Soldiers, 1 ; increase, 1 ; Total, 1.
Net increase of recipients during 1932, 1.
Average cost to State per person aided, $30.
The total number of recipients of State Aid, War with Germany, for 1932,
was 2,476, classified as follows:
Soldiers, 1,777; increase, 1,313. Mothers, 42; increase, 1.
Yeoman F., 1; increase, 1. Fathers, 1; decrease, 4.
Wives, 148; increase, 97. Children, 59; increase, 7.
Widows, 446; increase, 112. Army nurses, 2; increase, 1.
Total 2,476
Net increase of recipients during 1932, 1,528.
Average cost to State per person aided, $83.39+.
Military Aid
Military Aid to the amount of $44,693.44, an increase of $2,934.27 over 1931,
was disbursed as follows
:
Civil War soldiers, 2.
Spanish War soldiers, 5; decrease, 15.
Philippine Insurrection soldiers, 6; decrease, 7.
Mexican Border Service soldiers, 20 ; increase, 6.
German War soldiers, 455; decrease, 1.
German War army nurses, 0; decrease, 1.
German War Yeoman F., 1; increase, 1.
Civil War:— Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 $198.00
Average cost to State per person aided, $99.00.
Spanish War:— Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 207.50
Average cost to State per person aided, $41.50.
Philippine Ins. Service :— Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 490.00
Average cost to State per person aided, $81.66+.
Mexican Border Service :— Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 . . . . 2,569.37
Average cost to State per person aided, $128.46+.
German War Service:— Amount expended, classes 1 and 2 41,150.57
Average cost to State per person aided, $90.64+.
Am.ount expended, classes 3 and 4 78.00
Average cost to State per person aided, $39.00.
Total $44,693.44
Burials
During the year 1932, QQ burial claims were approved at an expense to the
Commonwealth of $5,388.92, classified as follows:
Civil War:—
Soldiers 9 Decrease 5
Wives Decrease 1
Widows 33 Decrease 16
Total 42
4Indian Campaigns:
—
Soldiers Decrease 1
Spanish War:
—
Soldiers 10 Increase 1
Wives Decrease 1
Widows 1
Mothers 1
Total 12
Philippine Insurrection:
—
Soldiers 1 Decrease 3
Widows 2 Increase 2
Total 3
Mexican Border Service:
—
Soldiers 1 Increase 1
Widows 1 Increase 1
Total 2
German War:
Soldiers 2 Decrease 2
Wives 3 Increase 2
Widows 1 Increase 1
Mothers 1
Fathers Decrease 1
Total 7
Net decrease during 1932, 22.
Average cost to State per burial, $81.65+.
Hospital or Home Care of Civil War Soldiers, their Wives and Widows
UNDER Chapter 340, Acts of 1929
The following is a table of beneficiaries and amounts paid under this Chap-
ter from December 1, 1932, to November 30, 1933:
Number
Soldiers Widows of Cases Amount
December 7 100 107 $3,924.93
January 7 100 107 3,667.33
February 6 97 103 3,516.33
March 6 101 107 3,856.33
April 5 104 109 3,546.44
May 3 96 99 3,134.95
June 3 90 93 3,030.33
July 3 95 98 3,179.33
August 4 93 97 3,408.84
September 3 99 102 3,160.96
October 2 94 96 3,026.00
November 3 94 97 3,053.00
Total $40,504.77
These figures show a decrease of $11,931.54 from the expenditure for 1932.
Financial Statement
The receipts and expenditures of this department for 1933, are as follows:
Receipts
Amounts assessed on cities and towns on account of special
care of Civil War veterans, their wives and widows, under
Chapter 340, Acts of 1929 $22,713.13
Reimbursement for agents' services under Chapter 270, Acts
of 3932 2,144.67
State Aid refunds, payments of previous years 30.00
$24,887.80
5Expenditures
Personal services of Commissioner and Deputies, agents and
clerks, and incidental and contingent expenses $40,220.08
Reimbursement to cities and towns for State and Military Aid
and burial of soldiers and sailors and their dependents on
account of 1932, paid in 1933 417,536.74
Special Care for Civil War veterans, their wives and widows under
Chapter 340, Acts of 1929 40,504.77
$498,261.59
The total expenditures by the Commonwealth for State and Military Aid
and burial of indigent soldiers and sailors and their dependents, including
maintenance and improvements of the Soldiers' Home in Massachusetts and
on account of special laws, from 1861 to the close of 1933, were approximately
$91,000,000.
Spanish American War Reimbursement Fund
During the year 1933, the sum of $363.03 was expended from the Spanish
American War Reimbursement Fund,—Chapter 280, Acts of 1928—leaving
a balance of $351.11 on December 1, 1933.
State Legislation of 1933
Chapter 323, Acts of 1933, amended Section 18, Chapter 115, General Laws,
so as to give the Commissioner of State Aid and Pensions the right of man-
damus proceedings against cities and towns of legal settlement who refuse
to aid veterans and their dependents.
Chapter 363, Acts of 1933, amends Chapter 115, General Laws, to provide
for the payment of Military Aid to veterans receiving hospital treatment
under order of the United States Veterans' Bureau in hospitals located out-
side the Commonwealth.
These Acts are printed below.
Chapter 323
—
An Act providing for the enforcement of the payment of
Soldiers' Relief by cities and towns in certain cases.
Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would in part defeat its pur-
pose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
immediate presei"vation of the public convenience.
Section eighteen of chapter one hundred and fifteen of the General Laws, as
amended by chapter two hundred and seventy of the acts of nineteen hundred
and thirty-two, is hereby further amended by adding at the end of the first
paragraph the following new sentence: — The supreme judicial court, by
mandamus, upon petition of the attorney general at the relation of the com-
missioner, may compel the proper city or town officer to give the amount of
relief determined by the commissioner. (Approved July 12, 1933.)
Chapter 363 An Act making certain Massachusetts veterans receiving
hospital treatment outside the Commonwealth eligible to receive military aid.
Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its pur-
pose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for
the immediate preservation of the public convenience.
Chapter one hundred and fifteen of the General Laws is hereby amended by
inserting after section twelve, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition
thereof, the following new section:
—
Section 12A. No veteran, who is or
shall be otherwise entitled to militai-y aid, shall lose his right thereto by reason
of his absence from the commonwealth while receiving hospital treatment,
under order of the United States veterans' bureau, at any hospital located
outside the commonwealth. (Approved Jtdy 22, 1933.)
Personnel
Col. Thomas F. Tierney, Surgeon General of the Commonwealth, has ren-
dered excellent service in examining the cases of vetei'ans and giving us re-
ports of the nature and extent of their disabilities, and we are indebted to
him for his co-operation. On account of the depression and the reduction in
pensions, his work in examining Military Aid cases has greatly increased.
The cities and towns have been exceptionally co-operative in their consid-
eration for the veterans and their dependents during the period of the de-
6
pression, when their municipal funds were low and it was a problem to pro-
cure the money with which to assist them.
Our agents made 6,650 calls during 1933, as follows: 134 veterans were
visited at various hospitals; 194 Soldiers' Relief cases were investigated; 3
pension applications were prepared at the homes of applicants who were
unable to come to this office to apply; 1 burial case required special investiga-
tion; 226 cases of applicants and beneficiaries under Chapter 340, Acts of
1929, were investigated; 4,221 cases under the State and Military Aid law
Were investigated; and 1,871 Soldiers' Relief cases were investigated at the
request of municipal authorities.
PENSION DIVISION
The total number of United States pension claims filed during the year end-
ing December 31, 1933, was 461, classified as follows:
Soldiers, General Law, Original 5
Soldiers, General Law, Increase 4
Soldiers, Act June 9, 1930, Civil War, Increase 13
Soldiers, Act March 3, 1927, Indian Wars, Original 2
Soldiers, Act March 3, 1927, Indian Wars, Increase 2
Soldiers, Act June 2, 1930', Spanish War, Original 27
Soldiers, Act June 2, 1930, Spanish War, Increase 96
Soldiers, Act March 20, 1933, Spanish War, Original 32
Soldiers, Act March 20, 1933, Spanish War, Increase 18
Soldiers, Act July 3, 1930, World War, Original 7
Widows, General Law 1
Widows, Act May 1, 1920, amended by Act June 9, 1930, Civil War 25
Widows, Act May 1, 1926, Spanish War 55
Widows, Act March 20, 1933, Spanish War 67
Widows, Act March 3, 1927, Indian Wars 5
Wives, Act March 3, 1899, One-half pension 5
Wives, Part pension, Act March 20, 1933 4
Mothers 3
Guardians 8
Helpless Children 1
Reimbursement 51
Unendorsed checks 22
Bond of Indemnity, lost check 1
New pension certificates 1
Certificates in lieu of lost discharge 6
Total 461
Number of claims allowed 135
Number of claims rejected 53
Amount collected $13,259 . 98
A number of these claims that were allowed and rejected were filed in pre-
vious years, and a number of the claims filed this year have not yet been acted
upon by the United States Pension Department.
On March 20, 1933, "An Act to maintain the Credit of the United States
Government" was approved by the President.
This Act repealed all public laws under which pensions were granted except
so far as they related to persons who served prior to the Spanish American
War — viz., April 21, 1898 — and to dependents of such persons. In cases of
persons not affected by the provisions of said Act and receiving pension by
reason of the veterans' service having been rendered prior to said date, pay-
ment of pension was reduced ten per cent for the period ending June 30, 1934.
All cases on file in the Veterans' Administration, Washington, D. C, were
reviewed by that department with a view to determining the pensionable status
of the pensioners.
The provisions of the Act of March 20, 1933, affected the rating of a large
number of persons on the pension rolls, including persons holding office or
position, appointive or elective, under the United States Government or the
municipal government of the District of Columbia or any corporation the
majority of stock of v/hich is owned by the United States, and drawing salary
by reason of such employment. It provided for payment of pension to veterans
and dependents of veterans for disability or death resulting from active mili-
tary or naval service during the Spanish American War, the Boxer Rebellion,
the Philippine Insurrection or the World War; for payment of pension for
disability or death incurred during peace time service; and for payment of
pension for disabilities or death not the result of service if the disability or
disease is not less than total and permanent in nature, or if the veteran is
62 years of age or over, provided that the veteran or his dependent meets
other requirements of the Act of March 20, 1933.
If the service was rendered subsequent to August 12, 1898, the veteran must
have participated in hostilities in the Philippine Islands or in the China Boxer
Rebellion before July 5, 1902, in order to be entitled to pension by reason of
war time service, or if engaged in hostilities in the Moro Province, the date
was extended to July 15, 1903.
In the case of a veteran not having active service in accordance with the
provisions of the Act of March 20, 1933, the Veterans' Administration re-
quires that the veteran furnish proof that his present disability is the result
of his service, and in the cases of his dependents, proof that the veteran's
death was the result of injury or disease contracted in the service must be
furnished.
Through the courtesy of the Military Department, State House, Boston,
Mass., certificates of service were obtained in those cases where the veteran
had a Massachusetts enlistment, and information was noted thereon as to injury
or disease during periods of service, and the veterans and their dependents
were advised and assisted by this department in the completion of all forms
and evidence required by the Veterans' Administration in order to prove claim
for pension under the provisions of the said Act.
On June 16, 1933, an Act was approved by Congress which extended the
benefits of pension to veterans 55 years of age and over who were 50 per cent
disabled from disease or injury of non-service origin, increased the rate of
pension payable to veterans by reason of age and disability of either service
or non-service origin, provided for the renewal of pension to be paid to a
child entitled to same up to the age of 18 years and further continued such
pension up to the age of 21 years in the case of a child who is attending a
school, college, etc., designated by him and approved by the Administrator.
The foregoing Act provides that pension shall not be paid to any unmarried
persons whose annual income exceeds $1000.00 or to any married persons or
any persons with minor children whose annual income exceeds $2500. Vet-
erans receiving pension by reason of age— 62 years or over— or for dis-
ability or disease of service origin were not affected by this provision.
In accordance with the provisions of these Acts, the Veterans' Administra-
tion requires that full and definite information as to place of employment,
income, etc., be furnished on questionnaires mailed to each pensioner. These
questionnaires were prepared and executed by this department, and in many
cases affidavits and new claims were made out and forwarded to the Veterans'
Administration to meet the requirements of the law.
All forms, affidavits, postage, etc., were furnished without charge to pen-
sioners and their dependents, and through the courtesy and co-operation of
General Frank T. Hines, Administrator of Veterans' Affairs, Mr. E. W. Mor-
gan, Director of Widows' and Dependents' Claims Service, Mr. George E.
Brown, Director of Veterans' Claims Service, and Dr. A. D. Wilkinson, Ad-
ministrative Assistant, Veterans' Administration, Washington, D. C, we were
able to assist and advise all veterans and dependents in proving their claims
for pension by reason of service rendered in the Army, Navy, and Marine
Corps of the United States. Our thanks are due to them, and also to Col.
William J. Blake, of the local office of'the United States Veterans' Administra-
tion, and his staff, for their assistance and co-operation.
